The synthesis has been described elsewhere [1] . Crystals were obtained by slow evaporization from ethanol at 277 K.
Source of material
The synthesis has been described elsewhere [1] . Crystals were obtained by slow evaporization from ethanol at 277 K.
Experimental details
H atoms, except those of the water molecules, were located on stereochemical grounds and refined riding. Water H atom positions were found, refined using restraints and finally fixed.
Discussion
Adducts of Ni(II) acetylacetonate (acac) chelate with heterocyclic bases have been synthesized with the aim of establishing correlations between the bond energies and other thermodynamic parameters [1] . The title compound belongs to this group with the general formula Ni(acac)2L2 with L = 3-methylpyridine. The crystal structures of the compounds with L = 3-and 4-cyanopyridine and quinoline have already been published [2, 3] . The title compound crystallizes with two independent formula units in the asymmetric unit, whereas the Ni(II) atoms are situated on centers of symmetry. Both Ni(II) atoms are bonded octahedrally to two equatorial acac groups and two 3-methylpyridine groups axially coordinated in a trans configuration. The Ni1Oacac distances of 2.014(3) Å and 2.033(3) Å as well as Ni2Oacac of 2.014(3) Å and 2.025(3) Å give rise in both independent moieties to the so-called tetragonal distortion. The acac moiety is not planar, in fact the r.m.s. deviation of On1, On2, Cn1-Cn5 being 0.017 Å and 0.008 Å, for n = 1 and 2 respectively and with Ni1 and Ni2 being 0.0878 (5) 
